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REPORT

Office of the General Superintendent of Elcctnc Telegraph,
Melbowne, 25th October, 1

In pursuance of the decision arived at between the Govermncm.s of
Victoria. and Tasmania in the month of May last, when it was determined
that a deviation should be made from the course originally indicated for the
line southward of Sea Blephant Bay, King Island; I proceeded in the
C.W.S. Victoria, Captain W. H. Norman, on the 16th ultimo, to effect
the necessary examination and additional survey of the submarine portion of
the line, requisite upon carrying out the mtuxded deviation. Having landed
at Sea Elephant Bay on the 17th, T proceeded to inspect the york already

erformed in_constructing the overland section between that point and
Victoria Cove; I found the execution of the contyact, so far as it had heen
proceeded with, (about cight miles) gencrally quite s:msf\ctmy, particularly
the clearing of the timber, which had been carefully attended fo. Eleven
miles of this line_remain £o be completed, and the SOt tmed e
that they expected to finish their work by the latter part of December next.

On \E)uday, the 20th, the vessel was taken to Cape Wickham with the
view of landing Mr. Falconer, the engineer to the Marine Board of Tasmania,
whoshad been despatched by the Gmemmmc of that Colony, for the purpose
of procuring certain local information neces 0 the erection of the Light-
house on the northern extremity of the mm, Dut, the wind being strong:
from the west uthward with a heavy sea rolling into. Victoria Cove,
landing was found impracticable ; the vessel was therfore taken to Franklin
Roads; and anchored under the New Year Island, from which point a landing:
was effected in safety. Mr. Faleoner and his pa\ty returned to the vessel on
the 24¢h, the weather in the interim having been very boisterous with heavy:
rain, and hail lneﬂls fmm south-west.  Between the 24th and 29th the
weather continued with a slight intermission on the 25th, most inclement, a
succession of gales plewu ling from north-west round to south-west, accom-
panied by frequent heavy rain squalls, and a frightful sea.

On Thursday, the 30th, the weather ha ing moderated it was deemed
practicable to effect a landing at Victoria Cove, for the purpose of erecting
the necossary beacons for leading marks (corresponding with satisfactory
smmd\ngs into the entrance), and also to afford M. Falconer an opportunity
of -making a further examination of the site for the Lighthouse, but:on
proceeding to the cove the sea was found to be too. ]mw to admit of any
attempt belng made, as the westerly swell was still so great as to create an
impassable surf ; it was therefore considered advisable to proceed a few miles.
along the coast further to the eastward, where on arriving abreast of a sandy
bay three miles from Cape Wickham, the water appearing smooth in shore,
S e unfortunately on ap-
proaching the outer surf the boat filled and capsized, precipitating the officer
in d\moe, and nine men, together with M. Falconer and myself, into the
ve were at the time of the accident upwards of one hundred and
hlty vmd; from the beach, with a double surf running very strong, the lives
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of all were in imminent danger. I therefore regret to have to report the loss
<f Phillip_ Cabot, one of the seamen, who nof heing able to swim perished
vien washed away from the boat, after the capsize. The remainder of the
party through the aid of a merciful Providence reached shore in safety,
though much exhausted, and after a few hours of exertion we returned to
tle ship in the barge, which had succeeded in landing for our relief at a
point a short. distance farther down the coast s ; the body of the lost man was.
nat recovered.

- The wind and sea now increasing so as to preclude the possibility of
executing any of our intended work for that day, the vessel returned to
Franklin Rmds and anchored. On Saturday, October 2nd, the \venhcr
having abated and the sea subsided, a huuh o was effected at Victo
Cave, the necessary beacons were erccted, a hore fraversing \mdmgs
obiained, when the vessel was removed o Sex Tlephiant Bay, in order to
préceed with the survey from that point.

Monday, October 4¢h, the positions for the leading marks having been
fixed, the beacons erected, and the necess wy soundings obtained, the Tine of
traversing soundings was commenced early on the following morning, and
tenminated at a sandy bay on the north-west side of Three Hummock Island,
to the southward of which we anchored for the night.

n Wednesday, October 6th, the yweather being favorable, the in-shore
soml(lmﬂ's, and land work on the western side of the island were completed,
but violent gales of adverse winds with thick rainy v s prevailing during
the 7th and 8th prevented further progress, until the 9¢h when the weather
Liaving somewhat cleared although stll very squally, the vessel was got
under steam, and the leading marks fixed, and erected in a sandy bay on the
east side of the island, when our course was continued to Cireular Head,
where we anchored at 6 p.m. Monday, October 11th, proceeded to fix and
erect beacons at West Bay, and the ‘same at Fast Bay, most favorable
positions for landing having been obtained. A trayersing Jine of soundings
Jyas also taken between West Bay and Three Hummock Islan

On Tuesday, October 12th, the line of trayersing souudings betifeen
East Bay, Circular Head, and Tast Beach Bay, on the east side of the mouth
of the River Tamar, was obtained, and the' vessel proceeded to anchor at
George Towm, in order to obtain a supply of coal and fresh water.

From the 14th, until the 19th, the weather was too boisterous and
inclement, to attempt to Lmn}i‘lew the in-shore soundings at East Beach Bay,
hut on Wednesday, the 20th, the weather heing favorable, the necessary
beacons were fixed, and exected after obtaining the requisite direction, by the
best course: of soul\dmg:, when the sourse of the vessel was directed fo the
River Mersey, (Port Frederick) from whence a line of rumning soundings
was c:uucd direct to Sea Blephant Bay, where we amived on the evening of
the 2

lqidw the 22nd October, presenting fine weather, advantage was af,
once taken to obtain a line of fraversing soundings hetween Cape Wickham,
and the Parker Inlet, near Cape Otway, ywhich service was completed carly
in' the afternoon of that day; and good Jeading bescous having been excted
after ascerainins the bost courso a fine sand hottom into decp
somdings S e s oo

N e
d.

chart of the survey upon an extended scale shewing every neces
sary. Pdlhcl\]ﬂl' for the mmhnu- of the engineer in laying the cable i$ now in
cotrse of preparation by G. A. Woods, Esq., Commanding Officer, C.W:S.
Victoria, through whom the survey was efficiently and satisfactoril

ducted. | The chart would have heen forwarded cotemporaneously with this
yeport, but that the Fictoria was despatched for Port Curtis immediately




after her arvival ; it will not therefore be possible to furnish the chart until

after her refurn, but in the absence of that document the following statement
will shew «enemﬂy the results of the survey.

e | Ol [ Lenatit cave
P, = Dl | AT |t or [P
Pasker River to Vistoria Cove Sl e s 5
Sea Blophant Bay to Threo Hummock Toland ... | 50 2 s{v;laﬁ.'.u 60
Three Hummock Tsland to West Bay, Circular Head % 12 ru.e" 30
sand
Cireulae Hend ¢ Bt Boach Boy, Low Head | 72| 85 |oosowa| 7
g | e 253
Tnd soctions—
Threo Himmock Tland 5} miles
ular Fead * 5 milos

8

The distance from the River Mersey to Sea Elephant Bay is one
hundred and seven miles, average depth thirty-three fathoms, with mud, sand,
and shell bottom; but as the comsc between those points was merely souudcd
for the purpose of obtaining information which might possibly be of serviee
ab some futnre period, and no from any present necessity, 1 have not
considered it necessary to include the measurement in the above table.

atire of the hottom throughout each of the distances named is
Feonil most favorable that could be desired for the purpose of laying:
a telograph cable, being gencrally almost eve,or presenting gentle nudula:
tions, and. shewing an entiro absence of precipitous or rocky formations, the
landings for the cable. being in each instance composed of fine sand, and
slullomug gradually to the each.

Tn laying the eablein four sections, ashere recommended, tl)c principal
advantage secured would be the obvious reduction of 1 loss ‘on
account of any defect or interruptions, and the increased hmlmes fonepmr
vecovery, or the renewing of any defective or injured portion of the cable, to
which m\nhﬁ be added the advantages accruing from the establishment of o
valuable a means of communication with Circular Head, and the distant
settlements on the north-west coast of Tasmania, affording at least a great
additional inducement for intending settlers pmceed\ng to that part of the
country.

The fact of the line crossing ’lluee Hummock Island will not
necessitate the presence of an overseer or attendant at that locality; the only
pmmcmn required there being fully provided for, through the two terminal

test hoxes, which will be fitted with proper appasatus fm preventing auy
il Ixt_y of injury to the cable from atmospheric distur

T may be permitted to mention here as an mmmslmg item of in-
o uitio i hils st George Town I had the pleasure of meeting Mr.
McNaughton, the wcutlcmml who hns undertaken the onerous task of
providing and Iaying down the entire line, and that from letters of his T,nndun
correspondents received by last mail, the perusal of which e kindly allowed
me, I vas gratified to find that a cable of the very hest and most perfect
deseription, was being manufactured for Bass’s Stiaits, and that the severe
tests to which the pomon then completed had heen sul“ecmd had quite
proved the thorough integrity of the work, and even its full equality with the
character of the best cables hitherto manufactured in England.  The letter
also added the probability of the shipment of the cable complete in the
month of November, in a vessel well adapted for-the required service.

No.27. a.
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Tn concluding this ropat T heg to tender to Captain Norman aud the
officers of his ahlp. n st thanks for the zealous attention they have
devoted to the mccnt survey, md the means afforded me for procuring ever:
information likely prove valuable in furthering ﬂ.o interest of the wor
upon which we ha\\(- been mutually engaged.

T have the honor to be,
Sir,
Your obedient Servant,
To the Honorable SAMUEL W.
The Postmaster General.

cGOWAN.

Jowe Fannss, Goverament Priater, Melbourne.
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